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ABSTRACT OF THE DISSERTATION
[bookmark: _Hlk125394668]Laos is one of the priorities of Russia’s policy in Southeast Asia. Historically, the Lao PDR and the Soviet Union had intensive cooperation based on the common ideology and shared interests. After a brief period of estrangement in the early 1990s, the steady development of multi-faceted cooperation resumed. In 2011, the Lao-Russian relations were elevated to a “strategic partnership”.
Developing relations with Laos requires a comprehensive understanding of the evolution of the country’s foreign policy, its national interests and foreign policy resources. In many ways, Lao PDR’s foreign policy is a problem for an analyst of international relations. It is the only landlocked country in Southeast Asia and one of the few countries with Marxist-Leninist ideology in the world. It combines openness to foreign investment and increasingly close cooperation with China with a political and military alliance with Vietnam. Despite legacy of border conflicts with Thailand and Cambodia, Laos maintains peaceful relations with neighboring states. It benefits from membership in ASEAN and ASEAN-centered networks of partnerships. The country demonstrates continuity and stability of foreign policy over more than 40 years.
The objective of this dissertation consists in discerning the specifics of Lao PDR’s foreign policy and its role in the regional subsystem and global system of international relations. The research tasks are as follows:
· analyzing the factors that shaped the evolution of Lao PDR’s foreign policy from 1975 to 2021, including the country’s political system, major trends of economic and social development, the legacy of the relations with neighbouring countries and great powers;
· tracing the influence of the conflicts and regional rivalries in Indochina on the formation of Lao PDR’s foreign policy in the late 1970s – early 1990s;
· analyzing the impact of ASEAN membership on Lao PDR’s economic and social development, the evolution of its foreign policy, regional and international roles;
· assessing the security challenges, both traditional and non-traditional, faced by Laos in the nowadays regional milieu and global environment;
· analyzing the evolvement of Lao – Russian political, military, economic and humanitarian relations from 1991 to 2021.
		Chronologically, the research focuses on the period from 1975 to 2021. Methodologically, the research relies on the principle of historicism. Systems approach as developed by Barry Buzan and Ole Waever, the historical-descriptive and political-descriptive methods, discourse and event analysis as well as the analysis of economic data were used to conduct the research. 
		The novelty of the research lies in its being the first comprehensive study of Lao foreign policy embracing more than four decades of its evolution and applying the systems approach to evaluate the changing stance of Laos in the regional and international systems. A number of primary sources have been introduced into the academic circulation for the first time. It is also the first comprehensive study of Lao-Russian relations in the post-Cold War period.
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