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ABSTRACT OF THE DISSERTATION 

With the continuous improvement of China's position in the international 

arena and the adjustment of its foreign policy, the importance of China's relationship 

with Southeast Asia has become increasingly prominent. This dissertation focuses 
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on the role of soft power in the relationship between the People's Republic of China 

and Southeast Asian countries from 1990 to 2020. By exploring the historical 

interactions between China and Southeast Asian countries, it expounds the 

importance of cultural influence and immigrant exchanges in the basis of 

cooperation. Selected examples from economic, political, cultural and other 

perspectives, in – depth analysis of China's influence on Southeast Asian countries 

and the interaction process between the two sides. In particular, assessing the status 

and role of overseas Chinese in the interactions between Southeast Asian countries 

and China. Through as comprehensive research as possible, trying to clarify the 

practical path of soft power and public diplomacy in the communication between 

the People's Republic of China and Southeast Asian countries, and shows the gradual 

evolution and mutual promotion relationship among them. This is of great practical 

significance for promoting bilateral cooperation and developments. 

The purpose of the study is to identify the tools and results of China's use of 

soft power in the process of interaction with Southeast Asian countries. To achieve 

this goal, the following tasks are set:  

 to explore the concepts and development of soft power and public diplomacy;  

 to study the international situation and the evolution of the foreign policy of 

China and Southeast Asia in 1990-2020; 

 to explore the interaction between China and Southeast Asian countries in 

specific areas such as politics, economics and culture;  

 to study the situation of Chinese living abroad and their understanding of the 

relationship between China and the countries of Southeast Asia. 

Chronologically, the study focuses on the period from 1990 to 2020. 

Methodologically, the research is based on the principle of historicism. To conduct 

the research, a systematic approach, historical-descriptive and political-descriptive 

methods, case studies, as well as statistical data analysis were used. The novelty of 

the study lies in the fact that this is the first comprehensive study of the impact of 

China's soft power on the countries of Southeast Asia, covering the period after the 
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end of the Cold War. A number of primary sources in Chinese were introduced into 

scientific circulation for the first time. 

Keywords: Soft power, Public Diplomacy, Culture, Relation, Interaction, 

Overseas Chinese. 
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